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Weather Prevents Safe Access to Bathing Water for Sampling -
Information Note of Actions to be undertaken

In the case where for health & safety reasons, weather prevents safe access to the bathing water
monitoring point and sampling cannot take place on the due sampling date, or on either of the four
days following the due sampling date, then the Local Authority should immediately inform the EPA.
The EPA understands that situations like this will occur from time to time, and that safety is
paramount at all times.

A brief overview of actions to be undertaken by a local authority where for health & safety reasons,
weather prevents safe access to the bathing water monitoring point and sampling cannot take place
are given below that should be read in conjunction with EPA Guidance on Implementation of the
Bathing Water Quality Regulations 2008:

1. Local authorities to inform the EPA immediately that sample(s) cannot be taken on the specified
date(s) as a consequence of e.g. high winds are rendering conditions unsafe to sample at the
bathing water(s).

2. Local authorities to check the weather forecast for the four days following the specified
sampling date. If conditions become safe, then take the sample(s) at any time up to and
including the 4th day after the monitoring calendar date, in order to meet the sampling
frequency criteria.

3. Local authorities to keep in touch with the EPA bathingwater@epa.ie on a daily basis to inform
what has been decided regarding taking of the samples.

4. Inthe case where the weather does not improve, and conditions remain unsafe up to and
including the 4th day after the due monitoring calendar date, then local authorities should take
sample(s ) as soon as possible after this, when it is safe to do so.

5. If samples are taken after the 4th day following the specified sampling date in the monitoring
calendar, or after 15th September (the last day of the bathing season), then it will be necessary
for local authorities to forward onto the EPA weather information from Met Eireann and other
meteorological data sources as necessary, supporting the fact that weather conditions made it
unsafe to sample on the specified sampling date in the monitoring calendar and during the four
day leeway after the specified sampling date.

6. Information sources could include Met Eireann reports, Weather Bulletins, including wind speed
and tidal swell, dated photographs of bathing water showing unsafe conditions, etc.)
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