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Purpose: The purpose of this information note is to provide Local Authorities with an update 
of the Agency’s decision regarding the method of analysis for the monitoring of the 
microbiological parameters specified under the Bathing Water Quality Regulations, 2008  
 
Decision: As per the Regulations and as stated in the guidance issued by the EPA in 
February 2011 “Guidance on the Identification, Monitoring and Assessment Requirements”, 
Local Authorities and their laboratories or contract laboratories must use the methods for the 
two microbiological parameters specified in Schedule 4 to the Regulations and the rules 
specified in Schedule 5 unless an alternative method has been approved by the EPA, in 
which case the authorised alternative may be used subject to any conditions given in the 
approval.  
 
Any Local Authority or laboratory wishing to use an alternative method that has not been 
approved must first make an application in writing to the EPA and must include a full 
description of the method to be used along with results of tests demonstrating both the 
reliability of the method and its equivalence to the specified method. Further information on 
the testing requirements and criteria to demonstrate equivalence are given in ISO/TR 
17944:2004 – Water Quality – Criteria for establishing the equivalence between 
microbiological methods. An alternative method will only be approved if it is adequately 
documented and the results of tests demonstrate to the satisfaction of the EPA that results 
obtained using the method are at least as reliable as those produced by the use of the 
prescribed method. The EPA may make any approval subject to such conditions as it 
considers appropriate, e.g. limitation of the types of sample matrix it may be used to analyse 
or specific extra quality control requirements. 
 
The EPA is satisfied of the following: 
 
For inland waters: 
 

- that the results obtained by the Idexx Colilert-18/ Quanti-Tray method for Escherichia 
coli in  fresh bathing water are at least as reliable as the results obtained by the 
method specified in the Regulations (IS0 9308-3); 

 
For coastal and transitional waters: 
 

- that the results obtained by the Idexx Colilert-18/ Quanti-Tray method for Escherichia 
coli in  marine bathing water are at least as reliable as the results obtained by the 
method specified in the Regulations (IS0 9308-3); 

 
Therefore laboratories may use the Idexx methods specified above for E. coli instead of 
the ISO methods specified in the Regulations.  


